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• Advent and Christmas
• Baptism
• Called to God
• Confi rmation 

(Year Five and Six)

• Penance and 
Reconciliation

• Prayer
• Word

The year levels of the Parish Religious Education Program, from Pre-Primary 
to Year Six, consist of the following modules: 

The Catholic Archdiocese of 
Perth Parish Religious Education 
Program is a comprehensive 
developmental and sequential 
religious education program. 
It is designed to be used in 
a parish setting with children 
from Pre-Primary to Year Six 
who attend non-Catholic 
schools.

The program seeks to help 
children know God and to 
refl ect God’s love in their lives 
as Jesus taught, through their 
thoughts, words and actions.  

Each module includes:
• An Overview 
• Background Information 
• Catechist Refl ection
• Lessons  
• Activities and Worksheets 
• Special Needs Activities
• Song Lyrics
• Lesson-Self Review

The Overview and Resources Book is 
a key booklet in each year level. This 
booklet contains the rationale of the 
program, the teaching and learning 
process, key symbols, activity templates, 
additional teaching strategies, formal 
prayers, lesson starters and suggestions 
for liturgies.

Sacraments
Lessons and preparation for the 
Sacraments of Penance, Eucharist 
and Confi rmation are incorporated 
within the program in Year Three 
(Penance), Year Four (Eucharist) and 
Year Five and Six (Confi rmation). 

A post Confi rmation supplement 
includes a Christian Service 
component to assist children’s 
awareness of the active work of 
the Spirit in their lives.
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LESSON ONE

Background Information

Cooperating with One Another

The composition and understanding of ‘family’ has changed over time. The term ‘family’ 

has been extended to include separated families, single parent families, blended families, 

as well as the traditional heterosexual two parent families. Modern families have also 

become smaller and often more nuclear with a smaller support base.

The family is the first community we experience. Within our families we learn how to 

contribute to a community by cooperating and working together. As members of a family 

work together, they grow closer to each other. As they cooperate together, they help each 

other become more loving and caring.

Through the family God helps each member develop their gifts and provides 

opportunities for each person to learn and discover more about each other and God.

The family is a privileged community called to achieve a sharing of thought and 

common deliberation by the spouses as well as their eager cooperation as parents 

in the children’s upbringing. [CCC 2206]

The family is the community in which, from childhood, one can learn moral values, 

begin to honour God, and make good sense of freedom. Family life is an initiation 

into society. [CCC 2207]
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GOD’S VISION FOR ALL      
 10 min

The aim of this part of the lesson is to help children understand God’s plan.

 Lead children to this TEACHING/LEARNING POINT through the  

WONDER ACTIVITY below.

 Activity

Invite children to close their eyes and listen to the first wonder question. Ask the wonder 

question slowly and give children adequate time to think. Encourage all responses. Every 

answer is to be valued. Respect that some children may not wish to share their responses. 
Repeat procedure for the remaining questions. • I wonder who created within each of us the ability to cooperate with others?

• I wonder why God has created within each of us the ability to cooperate?

• I wonder why God wants us to cooperate with others?
• I wonder what it would be like if people did not cooperate with others?

• I wonder what God, who created within each of us the ability to cooperate with  

others, is like?

 Making the Link
Explain to the children that God created within each person the ability to cooperate. This 

ability to cooperate, given to us by God, shows that God loves and cares for us. As we 

cooperate with others we grow closer to God and to one another. In Matthew’s Gospel  

we will hear how Jesus cooperated with others.

GOD’S PLAN 
In God’s Plan activities children learn of the help God offers them so that they can 

become the person God calls them to be. The children encounter God through  

Jesus, the Scriptures, the Sacraments, the Church and Prayer.

God created within each of us the ability to cooperate with others.

?

Catechist Information: The purpose of this activity is to invite children to wonder. 

This is an important skill for discovering God through creation. [Summarised from 

CCC 32-33]

Wonder is a gift that God created in each person. It allows people to discover God  

through everything God created. Wonder causes us to stop, to look, to feel, to smell,  

to listen or to taste so that we might better enjoy and understand God. Wonder 

leads us to be curious, which can lead us to explore and think more deeply about God.

These modules are presented as individual booklets and gathered into a boxed fi le. 

• Church
• Eucharist
• Jesus and Easter
• Mary
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For where two or three are gathered in my name,  

I am there among them. [Matthew 18:20]

Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB,  
Catholic Archdiocese of Perth

Catholic Education WA

 Dr Tim McDonald, Executive Director 

 Dr Debra Sayce, Director of  
Religious Education

 Dr Pina Ford, Catechist Service 

 Dr Carmel Suart and Stephen Harris 
(Authors)

Collaborators: Fr Vincent Glynn,  
Megan Dwyer, Sandra Dillon, Karen Pertile, 
Michele Purcell, Carmel Cutri, Eric Chidlow, 
Anna Sheehy, Annette Flexman 

Reference Group: Fr Peter Whitely,  
Sr Frances Hayes PVM, John Henry, 
Benedetta Restifo, Alan Gotti, Joanne Harris 
Natalia Thomson, Sandra Petersen,  
Margaret Cordina, Kerry Troost, Sheila Desker 
Mildred Rego, Catherine Nguyen

Designer: Colin Sparks

Acknowledgements

We acknowledge the following people and organisations in the production of this program.

GOD’S PLAN

God offers us help 
through Jesus, Scripture,  

Sacraments, Church  
and Prayer

OUR RESPONSE

Responding through  
Living the Christian  
Message and Prayer

Life Experience

Children reflect on their life 
experiences and become 
aware of the gifts and abilities 
God has given them.

God’s Plan

Children learn of the help 
God offers them through 
Jesus, the Scriptures, the 
Sacraments, the Church 
and Prayer so that they can 
become the person God calls 
them to be.

Our Response

Children are presented with 
the opportunity to respond to 
God. They are encouraged to 
do this by actively developing 
a relationship with Jesus 
through prayer and living  
the message of the Gospel.

TEACHING  

AND  

LEARNING 

PROCESS

Reflect on daily  
life to recognise all  
that God has given

LIFE EXPERIENCE


